This

policy

environmental
Microfinance

aims

to

reduce

footprint
Network

of

the

European

(EMN)’s

19th

Annual Conference. EMN supports the
sustainability

goals

of

preventing

pollution, minimising use of resources,
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
as outlined in the United Nations’ 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and accordingly to the guidelines from
environment.brussels.
Together with the venue host, DoubleTree
by Hilton, EMN has put in place targeted
measures in order to avoid food & energy
waste, reduce environmental impact, and
to raise awareness among the event
participants.

I. Travel & Transportation
II. Location
Venue
Lodging

III. Food & Beverage Policy
Seasonality & regional products
Reusable Flatware
Winnow Vision
IV. Information & promotional material
V. Resources & energy management
Water Management
Waste Management
Energy Savings
VI. Environmental Compensation
VII. Tracking & Continuous Improvement

The European Microfinance Network (EMN) encourages the participants of its Annual Conference
to choose slow transportation (bicycles, public transport, shared transport) in order to reduce the
carbon footprint during the event. Information on how to reach the venue through sustainable
means of transport are available in the dedicated page on the Conference website.

The

two-day

conference
Brussels,

Conference

activities

at

the

will

and

the

take

place

DoubleTree

by

prein

Hilton

Brussels City, located in Rue Gineste 3, 1210,
Brussels, Belgium.
The hotel has been recently awarded with the
Green
Award

Key-

International

thanks

to

its

Environmental

commitment

to

environmental issues.
DoubleTree by Hilton's contribution to the
environmental

causes

is

available

in

its

"Culture of Care" policy.

In order to reduce transfers to reach the venue, EMN has reserved a number of rooms at
DoubleTree by Hilton, and at the nearby Indigo Brussels City . In this way, participants to the
Conference have the opportunity to enjoy discounted rates for their accommodation, while
reducing the environmental impact produced by transportation.

During the event, reusable cups and flatware
will be available during the meals and coffee
The Conference menu will be mainly

break in order to avoid plastic and paper

plant-based/vegetarian,

waste of disposable flatware.

cooked

with

seasonal and regional products.
Preparations with fish will be exclusively
made with fish from sustainable fisheries in
the North Sea. Furthermore, in order to
reduce the carbon footprint, only European
wines will be served.

The Conference venue employs the Winnow

Water stations have been installed in each
floor, since individual plastic bottle are no
more

available

in

the

guest

rooms.

Moreover, only filtered tap water will be
served during the Coffee & Lunch Breaks.

Vision System, which records discarded food
items and their weight. As a result, the
quantities on the buffet and plates are
accordingly adjusted to reduce food waste.

In

order

to

reduce

the

Conference

environmental impact, this year's information
package will mainly consist in online material
(conference website, social media platforms).
EMN

also

encourages

its

partners

and

sponsors to reduce the quantity of printed
material that will be distributed during the
Conference.
Moreover, EMN opted for using only paper
from

sustainable

exploitation

and

eco-

friendly inks (plant- based inks made with
raw materials, such as vegetable oils) for
the event brochures, banners, and posters.

.
Instead of creating promotional material and
gadgets specifically for the Conference, EMN
will recycle labelled bags and USB keys from
previous years.

In order to reduce water consumption, all rooms are
equipped with flow regulators.
Moreover, DoubleTree by Hilton employs Raypath Green
Cleaning, an innovative sustainable way of cleaning without
using any detergents. On top of that, the venue adopted a bio
cleaning system, based mainly on the use of specific,
carefully selected enzymes and bacteria.

With the support of MCA Recycling, we commit to
reduce the quantity of wastage produced during the
event. To do so, we reduce the use of plastic waste
by replacing any plastic cup with glasses, and by
providing

all

bathroom

amenities

in

pump

dispensers instead of individual, plastic containers.

DoubleTree Hilton uses a cogeneration system that allow the structure to produce its own
electricity by collecting and releasing heat. This results into a substantial reduction of electricity
consumption (46%), water consumption (15%), and gas consumption (17%).
Furthermore, all light bulbs in the hotel have been substituted by LED bulb, that have a longer life
span and reduce electricity consumption.
Finally, air handling units provides different speed drives to optimise heating and ventilation.

In

partnership

with

the

Royal

Forestry

Association of Belgium, DoubleTree Hilton
contribute to the reforestation of the Belgian
forest and the fight against CO2 emissions. A
tree will be planted for every 500 euros
spent

on

room

reservations

by

the

Conference participants.
Moreover, carbon reduction targets have
been set by the hotel in line with the
requirements of Paris Climate Agreement.

In order to collect further information about the
carbon

footprint

of

the

Conference,

EMN

encouraged all the participants to the event, the
sponsors, and EMN staff to complete a survey
available in the Conference registration form. The
survey aims to collect data on the means of
transport chosen to reach the event venue.
The collected data will be published in the EMN
Annual

Conference

Evaluation

Report.

Furthermore, this information will be used to
improve the sustainability criteria for the next
EMN events.

